
Winter School Student Assignment: Climate change resilience 
Draft 0 

Learning outcomes 
1. Increase the scope of issues studied in the infrastructure theme. 

2. Direct students to consider present and emerging risks to infrastructure. 

3. Draw links to the tax and human settlements themes. 

4. Understand the role of government to prepare for risks to long-lived infrastructure assets. 

Situation 
1. You are members of an inter-departmental team from the economics cluster departments 

co-convened by the Environment and Finance departments called the TASK TEAM ON 

INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING, DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE. 

2. The job of the task team is to give a directive to all entities responsible for public sector 

infrastructure to prepare for climate change. The task team is expected to give specific 

directives on design and on provisions for maintenance. 

3. On Friday 13 July 2018 your team will present a memorandum to the Minister of Finance to 

convey the conclusions and recommendations of the task team. 

Consultations held to date  
1. The Government Scientific Advisory Panel has reported in their latest findings from 

modelling work.  Key findings:  a) extreme weather events have been under estimated in the 

past so they have revised upward the probability of localized weather shocks; b) 

observations of generalised drier condition in the Western parts of South Africa and wetter 

conditions in the Eastern parts.  

2. The Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation department has presented their Infrastructure 

Delivery Performance Review 2017 that has found a high level of citizen dissatisfaction with 

infrastructure backlogs as well as frustration at senior government level due to missed 

infrastructure delivery targets. 

Tasks 
1. Think through how to make full use of the expertise within the group 

2. Review what information you have available and what gaps you need to fill 

3. Write a memorandum using the template supplied. Carefully consider the benefits and costs 

of all actions proposed and substantiate arguments made. 

4. Prepare a presentation to make to the Minister on Friday. 

5. Plan a schedule and distribute task as a group so all of you are ready for the preparation 

session on Thursday and meeting with the Minister on Friday. 

 

 

 

 


