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“There are decades where 
nothing happens and 
weeks where decades 
happen.” 

- Lenin



Researchers & SteerCo



NIDS-CRAM is a public good

• Overview: Largest non-medical study in SA at the moment.

• Broadly nationally representative telephonic survey available in all 11 languages. 

• Sample drawn from existing NIDS Wave 5 (2017) survey. 

• 5 waves over the last year. 

• Wave 5: 6 April to 11 May 2021 

• Data: All NIDS data and NIDS-CRAM data (Waves 1-5) are freely available for 

download at DataFirst (https://www.datafirst.uct.ac.za/) 

• Research: All 67 Working Papers from Waves 1-5 are freely available for 

download at the NIDS-CRAM website (from 8 July) (www.cramsurvey.org)

https://www.datafirst.uct.ac.za/
http://www.cramsurvey.org/




• 10 years: Between 2009 
and 2019 the total number 
of grants paid out in SA 
grew from 14mil to 18mil 
(+4mil) (Kohler & Bhorat 2020)

• 4 months: By July/August 
4,2-mil people had 
received COV-19 SRD 
grants. (SASSA reports 4,3mil 
recipients)

…grants

A decade’s worth of grant-
growth accomplished in 6-
months? 

+4mil
Source: Kohler & Bhorat, 2020



A decade’s worth of job-
growth lost in 6-months? 

NIDS-CRAM 2020
• -2.8-million net jobs lost 

Feb→June 2020

QLFS 2020: 
• -2.2-million net jobs lost    

Q1→Q2

…jobs



Will these jobs come back?
• “Bounce-back” or “Restructuring” of 

the labour market ?

• Shrinking center (jobs) and 

a growing periphery (grants)?



Child hunger remains 

extremely high at 14% in 

the past week in April/May 

2021 Hunger sems to have 

stabilised at a new (higher) 

rate both for adults and 

children. 

Women were more likely 

to shield children from 

hunger than men.

Hunger

Source: Van der Berg et al., 2021 (W5)



Mental Health

40% of adults living with 
children in food insecure 
households show signs of 
depressed mood in April 
2021. This compared to 26% 
amongst those living with 
children in food secure 
households, not significantly 
different from 12 months 
prior. This proportion rises to 
51% when we take a lack of 
child access to food at school 
into account.

Source: Shepherd & Mohohlwane, 2021 (W5)

Figure 1: Rate of adult depressive mood by household food insecurity in July 2020 (green), November 

2020 (orange) and April 2021 (peach)


