
 

 

In conversation with Dr David Makhado,  Chief Director for Research and Knowledge 

Management at the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME), about the 

COVID-19 Country Report, the production of which he is coordinating. 

 

Why did DPME decide to initiate this Country Report, and what do you hope to achieve with 

it? 

The magnitude and severity of the COVID-19 pandemic prompted government, through the 

DPME, to commission the writing of a COVID-19 Country Report. The project was 

conceptualised by the DPME Senior Management Team under the leadership of the Minister 

Mthembu. The Minister felt  that the country is facing an unprecedented catastrophic 

pandemic, and that our response had to be properly documented and assessed. The main aim 

of the Country Report is to record measures and interventions adopted by government in 

partnership with social partners to manage, respond to and combat the spread of the SARS-

CoV-2 virus, as well as its socio-economic impacts on all of us, but especially on vulnerable 

groups. It also aims to reflect critically on the measures and interventions, draw lessons from 

the experience and provide recommendations for future generations. The report will serve as 

a reference point should the country face similar health crises in the future.  

 

How are you compiling the report?  

The approach adopted by the DPME is multidisciplinary, where partnerships were established 

with the Government Technical Advisory Centre (GTAC) and the National Research 

Foundation (NRF) to mobilise researchers, experts and leading academics to contribute 

towards the report. In documenting our response to COVID-19, both the Government 

perspective and an independent voice of the research community will be provided to ensure 

that issues are investigated from multiple angles. The report will highlight areas in which we 

have done commendably, but also, implementation gaps. It will make recommendations for 

future consideration. 



 

What are the next steps and how will the final report be disseminated? 

DPME has planned three stakeholder engagement events, to be hosted on November 30, and 

in the first week of December. Insights from the events will be incorporated into a draft report 

to ensure transparency and inclusivity in the final version. Anticipated dates for the 

production of the draft report and for tabling of the report to Cabinet are January 2021 and 

February/March 2021, respectively. The final report will cover the different phases of 

lockdown and shed light on how the different sectors were affected, managed and responded 

during the pandemic. The report will be disseminated nationally and with the international 

community. A technical publication of the report will also be dissemination to the academic 

community for teaching and learning purposes, and a popular version will be availed for 

citizen consumption.  

 

Compiled by Dr Marié Kirsten, who is project managing the report on behalf of GTAC. For more 

information about the project, please contact Dr David Makhado, the COVID-19 Country 

Report Coordinator and Chief Director for Research and Knowledge Management from the 

DPME. His contact details are: Tel: 012 312 0557 Cell No: 066 4846 143 Email: 

david.makhado@dpme.gov.za 


