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On behalf of GTAC, National Treasury and the Department 

of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation I would like to 

welcome you to the fifth annual Public Economics Winter 

School, aptly themed Covid-19: Policy choices towards 

containment and recovery. 

Governments are always faced with challenges that require 

sound and responsible decisions. These decisions need to 

consider political, economic, and social realities, and in 

times of crises the need for informed, responsive 

evidence-based policy making is even more pronounced. 

This is compounded by the fact that decisions must be 

made quickly, and actions are required immediately, raising 

the risk of mismanagement, and less than ideal responses. 

Over the past 18 months the Covid-19 pandemic has 

challenged policymakers with more complex choices than 

ever before, with more options that needs to be 

considered in managing the economy during containment 

of the pandemic, and towards recovery. The natural 

experiment caused by this health and economic crises, 

coupled with extensive and real time data and evidence, 

renders this an ideal theme for a public economics school. 

There is a pressing need to discuss and debate, to listen 

and consider the early evidence available.

We are excited to welcome our students and other Winter 

School enthusiasts back! For those new to this event, a bit 

of history: This is our fifth Winter School and is one of our 

flagship projects in a suite of initiatives in our Public 

Economics and Policy Analysis Capacity Building 

programme. The first Winter School has become a much 

sought-after opportunity for economics and other related 

fields of study from all the post-graduate programmes 

country-wide, as well as professionals from the Treasury 

and other government departments. 

In March 2020 we were just starting to conceptualise the 

theme for the fifth annual Winter School when the country 

closed down in an effort to contain the spread of the 

coronavirus. We did not, at that time, realise how effective a 

virtual platform could be to gather students and officials, 

and at the same time expose them to a superb line-up of South 

African and international experts. We now realise that it is possible to 

analyse and debate some of our most complex and pressing public 

economics challenges using a virtual platform. Yes, there are many 

disadvantages, especially as far as networking is concerned. We do 

not get to walk around and catch up and compare notes around 

coffee, we are not able to build and strengthen friendships during 

the after-hours social events. However, technology allows us to 

reduce the cost of attendance significantly, making our programme 

much more inclusive. Furthermore, a virtual event makes it easier to 

provide information, and to get valuable feedback. Using website 

analytics, we can track, in real time, how attendees experience and 

respond to speakers and content, and share reading and notes on 

request. 

We are therefore very pleased to welcome you to the first virtual 

Public Economics Winter School! We are capitalising on the 

research done as part of the Covid-19 Country Report, as well as the 

NIDS-CRAM surveys, and via lectures, panel discussions and student 

debates our participants can look forward to learn about the role 

and responsibility of government in managing a disaster, while at the 

same time supporting the most vulnerable and ensuring that the 

economy survives. The over-arching theme - Covid-19: Policy 

choices towards containment and recovery – allows us to broaden 

our student base from economics students to include law, political 

science and public health students. We are enormously privileged to 

have Professor Salim Karim to introduce the Winter School with the 

topic: South Africa’s health response: What have we learned over the 

past 18 months? 

We have planned the remainder of the three days to correspond to 

three sub-themes. Tuesday, 17 August will consider the institutional 

and regulatory challenges governments world-wide faced in 2020. 

How did other countries in Africa and elsewhere respond to the 

pandemic? We focus on their legal frameworks and the interventions 

selected to protect human rights and contain the spread of the virus.  

In South Africa too, the pandemic posed a unique challenge and our 

legal and regulatory response had to comply with the values 

enshrined in section 1 of the Constitution. 
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How did we fare, did our government succeed in safeguarding 

our constitutional and democratic norms and values with 

respect to the right to healthcare, education, a safe 

environment?  With vaccines now our only option on the road 

to normality, a panel of experts offers participants a look at the 

many challenges - logistics, supply, access, and hesitancy, as 

well as vaccine effectiveness, safety, public-private 

partnership, and manufacturing in South Africa. 

On Wednesday 18 August we move to the difficult balance 

between saving lives and livelihoods, and the panel asks ”what 

information did our government use in making allocation 

decisions?” And what does the data say about the impact of 

the on-going pandemic on the most vulnerable? Using 

NIDS-CRAM and Labour Force Survey data, experts share new 

evidence on employment and labour outcomes, as well as the 

impact on schools and education.  The social support 

measures are unpacked, and we consider, among other 

things, the differentiated gender impact of grants. 

On Thursday 19 August, the economy comes under the 

spotlight. The day starts with the SA-TIED team explaining the 

model they developed to estimate the impact of the 

pandemic on the economy via multipliers and 

upstream/downstream linkages. But what happened in the 

real economy? We ask experts to share the good and the bad 

news, looking at the tourism and leisure sector, the wine 

industry and agriculture. We also look at the business and 

employment support measures introduced to counter the 

impact of the pandemic – what was done and what lessons can 

we learn from early evidence, and a panel discussion reflects 

on the economic recovery plan.  On Thursday afternoon we 

hand over to the students, who will entertain and educate in 

their debate competition. The debates are always a highlight 

of the Winter School, and we encourage all participants to stay 

and learn from the youth! 

We are embarking on a new exiting journey with Winter School 2021.  

The ability to have much more students and government 

professionals, going virtual, depending totally on technology, and a 

new additional partner, namely DPME joining us.  At the same time, 

we have the comfort of our loyal and important partners, the Finance 

Family especially the National Treasury, and the Government of 

Canada to ensure that this new journey we are embarking on is not 

only exciting but will be an important learning opportunity and an 

unforgettable experience for all who will join us.  The Winter School is 

at its heart about Ubuntu.  Without our partners, this would not be 

possible, and without your participation the Winter School will serve 

no purpose.  

Lindiwe Ndlela 

Acting Head of GTAC 
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What Happened?
Covid-19 impact.

Responses to the pandemic in different regions 

How did other countries in Africa and elsewhere respond to the pandemic? We focus on their legal frameworks 

(existing public health law vs state of emergency law vs entirely new law vs the Disaster Management Act in South 

Africa), the chosen types of interventions in the context of human rights protection, and executive accountability 

structures.   Norway performed rather well during the pandemic. This has been attributed to its competent 

politicians, a high-trust society with a reliable and professional bureaucracy, a strong state, a good economic 

situation, a big welfare state, and low population density.   The Norwegian COVID-19 Data Portal - a collaboration 

between the European Bioinformatics Institute (EMBL-EBI), ELIXIR Europe and ELIXIR Norway - aims to bundle the 

Norwegian research efforts and offers guidelines, tools, databases and services to support COVID-19 

researchers. The situation in Africa will be addressed by sharing own research and experiences on the responses 

to the pandemic for four countries, Uganda, DRC, Nigeria and Senegal. Barriers which countries struggled with to 

contain the spread of the virus and its consequences will be discussed.

The role of government in Disaster Risk Reduction and disaster response  

As the seriousness of the pandemic became known, countries all over the world were scrambling for the 

appropriate legal and institutional framework within which to conceive and implement preventative measures. This 

session looks at the different kinds of laws, structures and accountability mechanisms typically chosen to combat 

the pandemic around the world, before zooming in on the experiences of particular states in the global north and 

south.

Overview of the Constitutional framework, focusing on Human Rights in a Disaster Management situation

The Covid-19 pandemic posed a unique challenge to legislatures and executives worldwide, necessitating the 

development of new regulations. South Africa’s legal and regulatory response had to comply with the values 

enshrined in section 1 of the Constitution. Government had various options for managing the pandemic provided 

by the Constitution and ordinary legislation and chose to use the Disaster Management Act. Was this the right 

choice? And what are the implications of this? Covid-19 also has had a profound impact on and challenged the 

maintenance of human rights. The session reviews issues around human rights and governance within the legal 

framework, as well as the ethical guidelines that should frame responses to a pandemic. It discusses how 

consideration of the country’s constitutional and democratic norms, values, and safeguards were affected with 

respect to the right to healthcare, education, a safe environment, and the like during the management of the 

pandemic.

Covid-19 vaccine rollout, challenges, and prospects 

It is easy to forget that diseases like smallpox, polio, yellow fever, measles, and many others, used to cause millions 

of deaths and disabilities in many parts of the world that are now free of these diseases, largely thanks to 

vaccination. Vaccination could have a similar impact on Covid-19 in South Africa and elsewhere, if there is optimal 

and equitable uptake of Covid-19 vaccines. Rapid rollout of covid-19 vaccines will fast-track our return to 

normality. However, currently only about 10% of South Africans have received at least one Covid-19 vaccine dose. 

Barriers to uptake of covid-19 vaccines in South Africa are related to logistics, supply, access, and hesitancy. 

During this session we will discuss vaccine effectiveness, safety, rollout, public-private partnership, and 

manufacturing in South Africa. 

Conference Overview 
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Saving lives and livelihoods amidst uncertainty: 
Critical reflections on prioritization and allocation decisions 

What are the policy trade-offs between saving lives and saving livelihoods in response to the pandemic? This is the 

key issue we will discuss, in the context of how the lack of context-appropriate evidence in the early stages of the 

pandemic has made these challenging decisions even more difficult. When the pandemic hit South Africa, the 

country was facing severe fiscal constraints, amidst the urgent need for additional and unplanned expenditure on 

expanding hospital capacity, procuring PPEs as well as support to businesses, and extending social security to 

cushion the dramatic loss of jobs and income. At an early stage it became clear that while hard lockdowns that 

severely restricted mobility were effective at constraining the spread of the virus, it came at a substantial social 

cost. We will reflect on what we can we learn from the early stages of the pandemic, how decision-making revealed 

the dilemma at the heart of most policy decisions: how do we compare benefits and losses affecting different 

aspects of South Africans lives, and the outcomes of different government departments. How do we think about a 

decrease in mortality risk when it causes losses in educational outcomes, jobs, and income? Can we better 

navigate these trade-offs to reduce the social losses associated with saving lives? Should saving lives always be 

the most important consideration and outcome?

The impact on vulnerable groups, and support measures to alleviate the suffering

The pandemic exposed and broadened many vulnerabilities, while also increasing several risk factors, such as 

access to water, healthcare, and food. Some of these livelihood issues were addressed during the first day of the 

Winter School. Many of the risk were felt most strongly by women, children, elderly and disabled people, as well as 

refugees and migrants. Sharing evidence based on the five waves of NIDS-CRAM research, the impact of the 

pandemic on vulnerable groups is analysed.  Did unemployment increase, and who suffered most? Education is 

also under the spotlight, and we ask if the many special grants had any impact to relieve the suffering.

Regional approaches to combatting the pandemic: best practice 

The provincial and regional case studies examined in this session highlights both the strengths and the 

weaknesses of the particular response. The unprecedented nature of Covid-19 notwithstanding, this chapter 

considers the responses of Gauteng province against the backdrop of adapting existing methods of governance 

and strategies to plan appropriate interventions. It also considers some of these interventions and discusses their 

attempts to address both the challenges of growing inequality and the threats posed by Covid-19. The UNDP 

shares insights from their April 2021 released research  An Analysis of Social and Governance Implications of the 

Covid-19 Pandemic in South Africa. The OECD’s LEED (Local Employment and Economic Development) 

programme also shares insights from an applied research perspective.

What Was Done?
Response

Conference Overview 
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Modelling the impact of Covid-19 on the South African economy

The SA-TIED (Southern Africa – Towards Inclusive Economic Development) team published a report in May 2020 

already, using multiplier analysis to examine the impact of the lockdowns on the economy. After we have had the 

model explained, we also ask if these predictions differed from reality. 

Focus on the real economy: a sectoral view 

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and the measures that government implemented in mitigation differed 

across the various sectors of the South African economy, depending on whether these sectors were deemed 

essential or non-essential, for example. A study by the United Nations on the pandemic in South Africa (UNDP, 

2020) noted that its economic impact was profoundly asymmetrical, with relative ‘winners’ and ‘losers’. Among the 

losing sectors, the tourism and leisure sectors surely were, and still are, the biggest losers. Another was of course 

the alcohol industry, and we highlight the impact on the wine industry in the session.  Other sectors, such as 

agriculture experienced a mixed response, and we listed to why the agriculture sector, ultimately ,did not suffer 

too much. 

Economic recovery: financial and institutional considerations

Against the background of the 2020 economic shock and lessons from business and employment relief 

measures, this session will explore what might be required for a faster, more inclusive economic recovery. The role 

of financial institutions and the banking sector will be outlined, support for incomes and jobs will be discussed and 

the role of institutional modernisation as a platform for a more resilient economy will be explored.

Reflections on the economic recovery plan:  Objectives and priorities

The President’s economic reconstruction and recovery plan, tabled in October 2020, highlighted infrastructure 

investment, energy security, employment creation, and local industrial development as strategic priorities for 

growth. It also emphasised fiscal sustainability, regulatory changes and building a capable state. What should be 

prioritised, how should progress be measures, what are the political imperatives behind a credible economic 

recovery programme?

So What? What Now?
Policy choices and trade-offs for growth.

Conference Overview 
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WHAT HAPPENED?

TopicTime

08:30− 08:45

08:45− 09:15

Welcome and Housekeeping

Opening Remarks:
- Head of GTAC 
- National Treasury Director General
- DPME Director General
- Head of Mission, Canadian High      
Commissioner

Keynote Address:
South Africa’s health response: What 
have we learned over the past 18 
months? 

Responses to the pandemic in 
different regions 
Interventions and accountability structures 

Case study – Experiences from Norway

Case study – Experiences from Uganda, 
DRC, Senegal, and Nigeria

BREAK 

Presenters

Facilitator: Jeremy Timm

Ms. Lindiwe Ndlela 
Mr. Dondo Mogajane 
Mr. Robert Nkuna
Mr. Chris Cooter 

Prof Salim Abdool Karim 09:15– 09:45

Tuesday - 17 August DAY 1

09:45− 10:45

10:45− 11:00

Prof. Marius Pieterse

Prof. Frode Forland

Prof. Rhoda Wanyenze



WHAT HAPPENED?

TopicTime

11:00−12:00 The role of government in 
Disaster Risk Reduction and 
disaster response  

A panel discussion:
Overview of the Constitutional 
framework, focusing on Human 
Rights in a Disaster Management 
situation
-The Disaster Management Act

- Human Rights

- Socio-economic rights & Public 

Health Issues

A panel discussion: 
Covid-19 vaccine rollout, 
challenges, and prospects 

- Covid-19 trends, vaccines, and herd 
immunity 
- Hesitancy and mandatory workplace 
vaccination
- Global financing, bilateral agreements, 
and national rollout
- Public-private partnership for vaccine 
roll-out
- Vaccine manufacturing in South Africa

Presenters

Prof. Dewald van Niekerk

Dr. Mmaphaka Tau

Dr. Imtiaz Sooliman 

12:00– 13:00

Tuesday - 17 August DAY 1 (continued)

13:00−14:30

Facilitator:
Ms. Judith February

Panel:
Dr. Moses Khangale
Prof. Elmien du Plessis
Prof. Sandy Liebenberg

Facilitator:  
Prof. Charles Wiysonge

Panel:
Prof. Hassan Mahomed 
Prof. Glenda Gray
Dr. Nicholas Crisp 
Dr. Noluthando 
Nematswerani
Dr. Morena Makhoana



WHAT WAS DONE?

TopicTime

08:30− 08:45

08:45− 10:15

Open & Welcome Recap

A panel discussion: 

Saving lives and livelihoods amidst 

uncertainty: Critical reflections on 

prioritization 

and allocation decisions

Presenters

Mr. Godfrey Mashamba

Facilitator:
Prof. Lenore Manderson

Panel:
Dr. Yogan Pillay 
Prof. Mosa Moshabela 
Prof. Ronelle Burger
Dr. Mark Blecher

Wednesday- 18 August DAY 2

10:15− 11:30 The impact on vulnerable groups, 
and support measures to alleviate 
the suffering
Results from the NIDS-CRAM Wave 1−5:
- Labour Force Survey  (LFS) pilot 
programme 
- Results from the NIDS-CRAM Waves 1 – 5

Employment/unemployment:
- Employment and wage outcomes 
- The differences between youth, 
middle-aged adults, older adults, and 
seniors 
- The informal sector 
- Support provided by the Jobs Fund

Facilitator (both sessions): 
Prof Reza Daniels

Speakers:
Prof. Murray Leibbrandt 
Prof. Haroon Bhorat
Mr. Gabriel Espi 
Prof. Miracle Benhura 
Ms. Najwah Edries

BREAK 11:30− 11:45



TopicTime

11:45−12:45 The impact of Covid-19 on Gender:
Differential gender employment impact 

and differentiated gender impact of the 

grants 

The Impact of Covid-19 on schools 
and education.
Support to the most vulnerable: 

- Impact of the different grants

- Extension of the Child Support Grant 

- Coverage and impact of the special 

COVID-19 SRD gran

12:45 – 14:15 Regional approaches to 
combatting the pandemic: best 
practice 

How the Gauteng City Region managed the 

pandemic 

Social and Governance Implications of the 

Covid-19 Pandemic in South Africa

COVID -19 and Local Economic 

Development 

Presenters

Dr. Debra Shepherd and 
Prof Daniela Casale 

Ms. Nompumelelo 
Mohohlwane 

Mr. Josh Budlender and 
Mr. Ihsaan Bassier
Prof. Vimal Ranchhod 
Mr. Timothy Köhler

Facilitator:  
Mr. Godfrey Mashamba 

Speakers:
Mr. Ismail Akhalwaya, Mr. 
Rashid Seedat and
Mr. Graeme Götz 
Dr. Ayo Odusola 
Ms. Karen Maguire (OECD 
LEED)

WHAT WAS DONE?

Wednesday- 18 August DAY 2



TopicTime

14:30−15:00 Student session: Breaking Barriers 
for getting into government 

Presenters

Ephraim Mmekoa

WHAT WAS DONE?

Wednesday- 18 August DAY 2

BREAK 14:15− 14:30



SO WHAT? WHAT NOW?

TopicTime

08:30− 08:45

08:45− 09:30

Open & Welcome Recap

Modelling the impact of 
Covid-19 on the South African 
economy.

How does multipliers and 
upstream/downstream linkages work 
through the economy, and how did 
reality differ from the predictions

Presenters

 Ayabonga Cawe 

Prof. Rob Davies
Mr. Sherwin Gabriel 

Thursday- 19 August DAY 3

09:30− 11:00 Focus on the real economy: 
A sectoral view. 
- Tourism and leisure (restaurants)
- Wine industry
- Agriculture 

Dr. Unathi Henama 
Dr. Tracy Davids
Mr. Wandile Sihlobo

BREAK 11:00−11:15



TopicTime

11:15 – 12:15 Economic recovery: financial and 
institutional considerations

- The role of financial institutions and the 
banking sector 
- The role of institutional modernisation as a 
platform for a more resilient economy 
- Support for incomes and jobs

Presenters

Speakers: 

Kuben Naidoo, Deputy 
Governor, SARB 

Mr Timothy Köhler, DPRU, 
UCT 

Andrew Donaldson, UCT

12:15 – 13:45 A panel discussion:
Reflections on the economic recovery plan:  

Objectives and priorities

Facilitator: 
Prof Michael Sachs

Panel:
Prof. Imraan Valodia
Ms. Nomvuyo Guma 
Prof. Steven Friedman 
Mr. Boitumelo Mashilo 

SO WHAT? WHAT NOW?

Thursday - 19 August DAY 3

14:00 – 15:45 STUDENT DEBATES

15:45 – 16:00 Prize Giving Ceremony and 
Closure

Judge: 
Prof. Michael Sachs

Panel: 
Mr. Andrew Donaldson
Ms. Ronette Engela 
Mr. Boitumelo Mashilo 
DPME 

Ms. Lindiwe Ndlela 

BREAK 13:15 – 14:00



Andrew Donaldson
Andrew Donaldson studied at the University of Stellenbosch, UNISA and 
Cambridge University. He taught Economics at the former University of Transkei, 
Rhodes University and the University of the Witwatersrand. He joined the then 
Department of Finance in 1993, and in 2001 was appointed Deputy 
Director-General with responsibility for the Budget Office and Public Finance in the 
National Treasury. His work covered spending policy, social development and reform 
of the budget process and budget documentation. He contributed to the work of 
the Katz Commission on tax policy, served on the Committee of Inquiry into a 
National Health Insurance System, was a member of the team that drafted the 1996 
macroeconomic strategy and served on the Interdepartmental Task Team on Social 
Security and Retirement Reform.

Ayabonga Cawe
Ayabonga Cawe is a Johannesburg based development economist, columnist, radio 
presenter, photographer and activist. He is Managing Director of a platform involved 
in advisory, facilitation and content development across a wide range of fields. He 
hosts #PowerBusiness on PowerFM and writes a regular column for Daily Maverick 
and Business Day. Prior to this he was Economic Justice Manager at Oxfam South 
Africa (OZA) working on policy advocacy and research. He has also worked as an 
Associate Consultant at Dalberg Global Development Advisors, a global 
development strategy consulting and policy advisory firm.

Conference Speakers

Boitumelo Mashilo
Boitumelo Mashilo is the Chief Director overseeing the Capital Projects Appraisals unit 
of the Government Technical Advisory Centre. The unit assists the National Treasury in 
its review and assessment of large and complex public infrastructure investment 
proposals and feasibility studies, to ensure value for money, affordability and efficiency 
in infrastructure expenditure. Boitumelo also chairs a Task Team on Private Sector 
Financing which brings together government, business and labour to explore issues 
within the financing and operational environment that could be unblocked so as to 
facilitate private sector investment in public infrastructure projects.



Busani Ngcaweni
Busani Ngcaweni is the Director-General of the National School of Government 
since March 2020. Before that he was the Head of Policy and Research Services in 
The Presidency. He was previously Chief of Staff to President and Deputy President 
Cyril Ramaphosa since 2014.

He also served as Chief of Staff to Deputy Presidents Kgalema Motlanthe, Baleka 
Mbete and Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka since 2007. During this tenure he was part of 
The Presidency team that oversaw strategic national priorities like the national AIDS 
response (through SA National AIDS Council), preparations for the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup (through 2010 Inter-Ministerial Committee), setting up of the National 
Minimum Wage through Nedlac, reforming of VISA regulations, the Eskom War 
Room, Public Employment Programmes, and most recently he is the convenor of the 
War Room on the National Health Insurance and is coordinating the re-imagined 
industrial strategy project.

Before joining the Office of the Deputy President, Ngcaweni was Senior Policy 
Analyst in the Policy Coordination and Advisory Services in The Presidency where 
he joined on secondment from Umsobomvu Youth Fund.
He is a graduate of the University of Durban-Westville, the University of National 
and UNISAʼs School of Business Leadership. Ngcaweni is Visiting Adjunct Professor 
at Wits School of Governance.

Chris Cooter
Head of Mission, Canadian High Commission to South Africa, Nov 2020 - ; Head of 
Mission, Canadian Mission to the EU, Sept 2019 - Nov 2020; Ambassador to 
Turkey, Sept. 2016 - Aug 2019; Director- General, Executive Management and 
Rotational Workforce, Global Affairs Canada, Ottawa; Director- General, Foreign 
Affairs-CIDA Amalgamation Transition Team; High Commissioner to Nigeria; Deputy 
Permanent Representative to Canada&#39;s Joint Delegation to NATO; Director of 
Policy Planning, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT), 
Ottawa (G8, foreign policy review); Director, SouthEast Europe (Balkans), DFAIT, 
Ottawa; First Secretary (Political), Canadian High Commission, New Delhi, India; 
Charge, Canadian embassy, Cambodia; Policy Officer, InterGovernmental Relations, 
Privy Council Office, Ottawa

Conference Speakers

Dhiresh Ramklass
Dhiresh Ramklass has consulted to the public sector since 1998. Amongst other 
assignments, he is currently contracted to National Treasuryʼs GTAC unit to assist 
with their Economic Development projects portfolio. He has worked in all three 
spheres of government and has over twenty years of management consulting 
experience in the fields of turnaround management, economic development, policy 
design, business strategy and analysis, public sector institutional transformation 
and capacity building, development planning and knowledge management.



Dondo Mogajane
Mr. Mogajane joined National Treasury in 1999 as a Deputy Director and has 
worked in various areas among others, the Intergovernmental Relations and 
Provincial Budget Analysis. He has represented South Africa at the Executive Board 
of the World Bank as senior advisor for Africa Group 1 countries. Between 2010 and 
May 2014, he was appointed as the Chief of Staff in the Ministry of Finance and 
later as the acting COO. He subsequently was appointed Deputy Director-General 
responsible for the Public Finance and appointed as the Director-General of the 
National Treasury in June 2018.

Dr Ayo Odusola
Ayodele Odusola is the Resident Representative for the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in South Africa.

Prior, he was Chief Economist and Head of the Strategy and Analysis Team for 
United Nations Development Programmeʼs Regional Bureau for Africa (RBA), where 
he coordinated economic, social and environmental dimensions of development in 
Africa. He led the preparation of regional flagship reports for RBA, including the 
Africa Human Development Report, the African Economic Outlook, Africa 
MDG/SDGs progress reports and the book Income Inequality Trends in 
sub-Saharan Africa: Divergence, Determinants, and Consequences (which he 
co-edited) as well as strategic policy notes and occasional policy papers in such 
areas as fiscal space, youth employment, value chain development, renewable 
energy, and climate change. Dr. Odusola provides intellectual leadership to SDG 
acceleration frameworks in sub-Saharan Africa, managing the network of Senior 
Economists in UNDP Africa Country Offices and providing strategic advice on 
policy matters to the RBA Director.

As an economist, Dr. Odusola focuses on dynamics of macroeconomics and 
development economics pertaining to the African continent. In addition to being an 
African Visiting Scholar to the IMF in 2002, Dr Odusola had served as a consultant 
to many international organizations like the World Bank, UNICEF, WHO, the World 
Institute of Development Economic Research (WIDER), the Global Development 
Network (GDN), the West African Monetary Institute (WAMI) and the West African 
Institute of Financial and Economic Management.

Mr. Odusola is a Nigerian national and holds a PhD in Economics from the 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

Conference Speakers



Dr Basani Baloyi
Senior Researcher and Climate Energy and Infrastructure Programme Lead at 
Institute for Economic Justice; Senior Research Associate at South African 
Research Chair Industrial Development (University of Johannesburg). A passionate 
change maker and a social justice warrior using her talents and skills to fight for a 
fair and just society built on feminist political praxis and heterodox economics 
approaches. She has a love for people, extensive research, communications, 
alliance building, advocacy skills and creativity to empower social movements 
aimed at fighting for a fairer society to effectively change public and private sector 
policy and practice for a freer, fairer and just society

Dr Debra Shepherd
Dr Sheperd is a senior lecturer and researcher at the Economics Department at 
Stellenbosch University, specialising in micro-econometric analysis of survey 
datasets. As a STIAS Iso-Lomso and Radcliffe Institute fellow, She has been 
undertaking a longer-term research project focusing on the relationship between 
social and personal identity/s, intersectionality and academic performance under 
contexts of social stratification and stigmatization.

Conference Speakers

Dr Imtiaz Sooliman
Dr. Imtiaz Sooliman is the CEO and founder of @GiftoftheGivers the largest disaster 
response non- governmental organisation of African origin on the African continent. 
In 15 years, the organisation has developed into one of the most respected 
international humanitarian agencies, being the first such agency to be accredited by 
Proudly South African. Dr. Sooliman is a medical doctor by profession and will be 
addressing &ldquo;The role of government in Disaster Risk Reduction and disaster 
response&rdquo; on the Winter School programme. #GTACWinterSchool

Dr Jonny Myers
Professor and Director, Occupational and Environmental Health Unit, School of 
Public Health and Family Medicine, University of Cape Town South Africa.Member, 
National Advisory Council on Occupational Safety and Health (ACOHS), Member, 
Technical Committee on Occupational Exposure Limits, ACOHS, Department of 
Labour, Member, Technical Committee of Occupational Diseases, Compensation 
Board, Department of Labour Member, Scientific Committee on Occupational 
Epidemiology, ICOH Board member, Fogarty International training programme in 
occupational and environmental health Editorial Board, BMC Occupational medicine 
and toxicology.



Dr Marié Kirsten
Dr Marié Kirsten is an economist and long term advisor at GTAC. Marié completed 
her PhD in Economics in 2011 at the University of Stellenbosch. She worked at the 
Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) for 21 years before joining GTAC in 
2014. Marié is editor of the Development Southern Africa (DSA) journal.

Dr Mark Blecher
Dr. Mark Blecher is Chief Director: Health and Social Development in National 
Treasury of South Africa. His academic qualifications include a four year specialist 
degree in Community/Public Health at University of Cape Town and a PhD in an 
area of health economics. He has over 50 publications in the field of public health 
and health economics in a range of books and journals including the South African 
Medical Journal, SA Health Review, Vaccine, OECD book and others. He supervises 
a team of ten in the National Treasury and has previously worked in Policy and 
Planning and Health Economics in the public sector.
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Dr Miracle Benhura
Miracle Benhura (nee Ntuli) is an Associate Professor in Economics at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. Her research interests are in applied 
microeconomics, development and labour economics with a special focus on 
gender, education, poverty and inequality issues.

Dr Mmaphaka Tau
Dr Mmaphaka Ephraim Tau was appointed as the Deputy Director-General (Head) 
of the National Disaster Management Centre (NDMC) on 1 January 2017. Dr Tau 
heads up the NDMC after leaving his position as Deputy Director-General 
responsible for Forestry and Natural Resources Management in the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. As head of the National Disaster Management 
Centre, Dr Tau is entrusted with the responsibility to coordinate implementation of 
Disaster Management and Fire Services in the country and contributing to the 
global disaster risk reduction agenda



Dr Morena Makhoana
Dr. Morena Makhoana is the Chief Executive Officer of The Biovac Institute, 
Southern Africaʼs only human vaccine manufacturer. Prior to the current position, he 
was the deputy CEO of Biovac and before that Medical Affairs Manager of Biovac. 
Morena is a qualified medical graduate from the University of Cape Town (UCT).

Dr Musiwalo Moses Khangale
Dr Musiwalo Moses Khangale is currently the Director: Fire Services within the 
National Disaster Management Centre (NDMC) since 01 June 2011.
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Dr Nicholas Crisp
Nicholas Crisp has been hanging around the health system in South Africa for a 
long time. After qualifying as a doctor in the 1980s, between 1994 and 1999 he 
worked as the head of the Limpopo health department. Later he was acting CEO of 
the National Health Laboratory Services (NHLS). But, like so many other health 
activists with ethics, he was blown out of the public health system during the 
disastrous reign of former health minister Dr Manto Tshabalala-Msimang between 
1999 and 2008. Since then, Crisp has worked a lucrative business as a private 
consultant, ironically often ministering to an ailing public sector. In the capacity of 
Mr Fix-It, his work has led him to poke his nose into almost every corner of the 
health system, most recently into the SA Health Products Regulatory Authority 
(SAHPRA).

Dr Noluthando Nematswerani
Noluthando Nematswerani, a clinical risk specialist with Discovery Health, ensure 
that HIV-positive members have access to the kind of care that ensures a high 
quality of life. She is responsible for managing the HIV portfolio in the clinical risk 
management unit at Discovery Health, which involves ensuring that members have 
access to the appropriate care so that their condition is well managed and they are 
able to live healthy and productive lives.



Dr Reza Daniels
Dr Reza Che Daniels is Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Cape 
Town. Before working in academia he ran his own consulting company and has 
worked with trade unions, the public sector, the private sector and with civil society 
more generally. He continues to be involved in activities and initiatives that span 
across a wide range of sectors, institutions and stakeholder groups. Dr Reza 
currently holds numerous advisory and consulting positions, including to various 
government departments in South Africa, to the Asian Development Bank and 
World Bank. He has also founded and/or run private companies in the non-profit 
sector, the manufacturing and consulting services sectors, and acted in both 
non-executive and executive capacities on various company boards.

Dr Rhoda Wanyenze
Rhoda Wanyenze, MBChB, MPH, PhD, is a Professor and Dean of Makerere 
University School of Public Health (MakSPH). She has vast experience in infectious 
diseases research, capacity building and program management, especially in HIV 
and TB and has also conducted several studies in maternal and child health.
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Dr Tracy Davids
An established specialist in agricultural market analysis, Tracyʼs focus includes 
commodity market modelling, price formation and spatial price relationships, 
competitiveness and international trade. Tracy has an extensive record of 
international collaboration, contributing regularly to international market outlook 
publications and conferences. She has a consistent publication record in peer 
reviewed journals.

Dr Unathi Henama
Unathi Henama is a South African author and lecturer who hails from Cofimvaba in 
the Eastern Cape province of South Africa. He is currently a tourism professor at the 
Department of Tourism Management at Tshwane University of Technology. Unathi 
had his undergraduate degree education at Central University of Technology. He 
continued to University of Free state to have his masterʼs degree education. His 
research interests include aviation, pro-poor tourism and sustainable development 
for which he has written opinion pieces on tourism for some national and 
international media.



Dr Yogan Pillay
Yogan Pillay is the Deputy Director-General for Health in South Africa. He is 
responsible for policy making, guiding implementation, and monitoring of national 
programmes in HIV, TB and maternal, child and womenʼs health. ... He is a co-author 
of the Textbook of International Health: Global health in a Dynamic World.
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Gabriel Espi
Gabriel Espi-Sanchis is a labour economist who has worked extensively at both the 
University of Cape Town (SALDRU) and the University of the Witwatersrand (the 
Southern Centre for Inequality Studies; School of Economics and Finance). His 
research has generally dealt with employment dynamics of different age groups, as 
well as gender representation and pay gaps, and has often utilised historical and 
novel sources of data to shed new light on labour market issues. His recent work as 
a SALDRU researcher has focused on understanding labour market restructuring in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, especially along the 
dimensions of age and employment history.

Godfrey Mashamba
Mr Godfrey Mashamba is a Deputy Director General at the Department of Planning, 
Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME).

His responsibilities include evaluation, evidence and knowledge systems, in which 
amongst others, he oversees the evaluations portfolio of the department and the 
technical support deployed across government, as well as provision of data 
integration and analytics services.

He is a keen development and policy practitioner, with experience in industrial 
development, science and innovation policy, and the national statistics systems.



Graeme Götz
Graeme is Director of Research Strategy at the Gauteng City-Region Observatory 
(GCRO), a partnership between the Gauteng Provincial Government, University of 
the Witwatersrand, University of Johannesburg, and organised local government in 
Gauteng. Between 2005 and 2009, Graeme worked at the City of Johannesburg as 
a Specialist: Strategy &amp; Policy in the Central Strategy Unit, Office of the 
Executive Mayor. There he developed a number of strategies including the 2006 
Growth and Development Strategy and the 2007 Inner City Regeneration Charter. 
Before joining the City he was a consultant for four years, specialising in local 
government and urban development.

Ismail Akhalwaya
Ismail Akhalwaya is currently employed in the Premierʼs Delivery Support Unit in 
Gauteng Province and has been in National Government since 1997 operating as a 
senior manager since 2001. He has worked in the Department of Labour in the skills 
development area, and played a role in developing the countryʼs first National Skills 
Development Strategy. Since 2004 he was employed at the Department of Public 
Works and was involved in the management of governmentʼs key employment 
creation programme the Expanded Public Works Programme. He was also 
employed for 5 years in DPME in the Presidency and contributed to setting up the 
department and many of its monitoring and evaluation systems.
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Jeremy Timm
Jeremy trained as a city and regional planner and ever since has been exploring 
what gets in the way of great plans being implemented! He has 20 years of 
experience working in the public sector both as a consultant and a government 
official. Most of his work has been in South Africa with three assignments in 
Pakistan. Over the past ten years his existing skills in strategic planning, 
management and facilitation have expanded to include a strong focus on facilitation 
and organisation development. He is a director of Distillery Consulting.

Josh Budlender
Josh Budlender joined SERI as a research fellow in August 2015. He has a BSocSci 
(with majors in Economics and Economic History) and an Honours degree in 
Economics from the University of Cape Town (UCT). His honours thesis examined 
whether the wages paid by UCT to its outsourced workers could be considered a 
living wage. Prior to joining SERI, Josh worked as a researcher at the Southern 
African Labour and Development Research Unit (SALDRU), based at UCT. 
Previously he worked at SERI as a research intern. Joshʼs primary interests are in 
Welfare and Labour Economics with a particular focus on poverty and inequality, but 
he also has interests in political economy and development generally.



Judith February
Judith February is a lawyer, governance specialist and columnist. She is a Visiting 
Fellow at the WITS School of Governance. Prior to that she was executive director 
of the HSRCʼs Democracy and Governance unit &amp; head of the Idasaʼs South 
African Governance programme for 9 years. She studied at the Univ of Cape Town 
where she obtained her BA degree (majoring in Law and Latin) and her LlB degree. 
She was admitted as an attorney in 1996 and practised law in Cape Town until 
2000. In 2000 she obtained her LlM in Commercial Law also from the Univ of Cape 
Town. Judith has worked extensively on issues of good governance, transparency 
and accountability within the South African context.

Karen Maguire
Karen Maguire is Head of the Regional Innovation Unit of the OECD Regional 
Development Policy Division. Her current work focuses on policies regarding 
regional innovation systems and clusters. She manages thematic reports in this field 
as well as the series OECD Reviews of Regional Innovation. She led reviews of: 
North of England-UK, 15 Mexican states, Catalonia-Spain and Basque 
Country-Spain (forthcoming). She is the main author of the OECD publication 
Competitive Regional Clusters: National Policy Approaches.
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Kuben Naidoo
Mr Kuben Naidoo is a deputy governor of the SARB, the CEO of the Prudential 
Authority and a member of the Monetary Policy Committee. ... After serving as the 
Registrar of Banks, Mr Naidoo was named the first CEO of the Prudential Authority, 
a financial sector regulator operating within the SARB administration.

Lindiwe Ndlela
Lindiwe Ndlela has dedicated her career to supporting institutional and leadership 
development for elected and appointed government officials. She has worked with 
and for government for the last 25 years. As the Acting Head of Government 
Technical Advisory Centre, based in National Treasury, she is making a direct 
contribution to building state capacity and enabling government to function more 
effectively and efficiently.

She has specialised in local government policy research and analysis, knowledge 
management, performance management, monitoring and evaluation, 
inter-governmental relations, strategic planning and capacity development in 
government. She has worked at all levels of government with organisations 
including South African Local Government Association (SALGA), Institute for 
Democracy in South Africa (IDASA) and Palmer Development Group (PDG).



Michael Sachs
Michael, teach and research on economics, public policy and politics in South 
Africa. Leads the Public Economy Project, a research initiative that builds 
independent analytical capabilities on macro-fiscal policy, public economics and 
public financial management in South Africa. The project is located at Wit 
Universityʼs Southern Centre for Inequality Studies. He teaches public economics 
and fiscal policy to master&#39;s students at the School of Finance and 
Economics. Deputy Chair of the Finance and Fiscal Commission, an independent 
commission established by the Constitution.

Najwah Endries
Najwah Allie-Edries heads up the Programme Management Office of the South 
African National Treasuryʼs R9-billion Jobs Fund. The Jobs Fund, launched in 2011, 
operates as a challenge fund: public money is used to co-finance projects with public, 
private and non-governmental organisations through a competitive grant process.
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Nompumelelo Mohohlwane
Nompumelelo Mohohlwane is an education researcher working as a Deputy 
Director in the Research Coordination, Monitoring and Evaluation Directorate at the 
national Department of Basic Education, South Africa. ... She has a Masters Degree 
(with distinction) in Education from the University of Witwatersrand.

Nomvuyo Guma
Nomvuyo Guma is the Acting Chief Director: Microeconomic Policy, responsible for 
sectoral policy analysis and structural reforms. Ms. Guma is an economist with a 
Masterʼs degree in Economic Development and Policy Issues and has 15 years of 
experience in Economics, Applied Microeconomics and Policy Development in both 
the public and private sectors. She also represents the National Treasury on the 
board of the Youth Employment Service (YES) initiative and has lead work on 
Treasuryʼs economic reform paper titled Economic transformation, inclusive growth, 
and competitiveness: a contribution towards a growth agenda for the South African 
economy, as well as on the modelling of governmentʼs Economic Recovery and 
Reconstruction Programme (ERRP).



Prof Charles Wiysonge
Charles is the Director of Cochrane South Africa at the South African Medical 
Research Council, an Extraordinary Professor of Global Health at Stellenbosch 
University, and an Honorary Professor of Epidemiology at the University of Cape 
Town. A substantial part of his research focuses on vaccine uptake and hesitancy, 
and he serves on numerous national and international committees on vaccination, 
research, and evidence-informed policymaking.

Prof Daniela Casale
Daniela Casale is Professor in the School of Economics and Finance at WITS 
University. She has over twenty years of experience in the field of gender 
economics. Other broad areas of research include labour, well-being, health, and 
education. She has published widely across a range of economics, development, 
and public health journals, including Feminist Economics, Economic Development 
and Cultural Change, Economics and Human Biology, Public Health Nutrition and 
PLOS ONE. Her most recent work has highlighted the uneven effect of the Covid-19 
pandemic on women and men in South Africa.

Conference Speakers

Prof Dewald van Niekerk
Dewald van Niekerk is Professor in Geography and the founder and head of the 
African Centre for Disaster Studies at North-West University. Dewald is a South 
African B3 NRF rated researcher. He is the programme leader for the Disaster Risk 
Sciences research group and the Ph.D. in Disaster Risk Sciences in the Unit for 
Environmental Sciences and Management. He is the founder and Editor in Chief of 
the accredited journal J&agrave;mb&aacute;: Journal of Disaster Risk Studies.

Prof Elmien du Plessis
Prof du Plessis is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Law at the North-West 
University, South Africa. She holds BA (International relations), LLB and LLD 
degrees from the University of Stellenbosch. She is an NRF Thuthuka grant-holder. 
She obtained her doctorate on Compensation for Expropriation under the 
Constitution in 2009. She is interested in property law issues, especially in the land 
reform context, and has published numerous articles and chapters in this area. 
When things get too hot in that area, she researches and publishes in community 
based conversation initiatives, or investigating how customary law systems and 
common law systems can co-exist when it comes to land and natural resources.



Prof Frode Forland
Frode Forland is the Director of Infectious Disease Prevention and Control ... of 
blood-born and sexually transmitted infections, particularly HIV and HCV.

Prof Glenda Gray
Professor Glenda Gray is the first female President and CEO of the South African 
Medical Research Council (SAMRC). She was the Chair of the Research Committee 
on COVID-19, bringing together scientific evidence and experience to the Minister 
of Health and the National Coronavirus Command Council. Gray spearheads the 
SAMRC funding broadly and for COVID-19.In her first five year tenure at the helm of 
the SAMRC, the organisation experienced five consecutive clean audits, 
transformed grant funding initiatives that significantly improved funding for young 
scientists, black African scientists and women; and established key collaborations 
and partnerships that will significantly progress scientific research
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Prof Haroon Bhorat
Haroon Bhorat is Professor of Economics and Director of the Development Policy 
Research Unit at the University of Cape Town. His research interests cover labour 
economics, poverty and income distribution. He has co-authored and co-edited a 
number of books on labour market and poverty issues in Africa. Haroon has 
published more than 200 academic journal articles, book chapters and working 
papers. In September 2019, Haroon was nominated to sit on the Presidential 
Economic Advisory Council (PEAC), established by President Ramaphosa to 
generate new ideas for economic growth, job creation and addressing poverty.

Prof Hassan Mahomed
Professor Hassan Mahomed is currently a Public Health Medicine Specialist at the 
Western Cape Provincial Department of Health and the Division of Health Systems 
and Public Health at Stellenbosch University. He previously worked at the University of 
Cape Town (UCT) from 2004 to 2012 and for the City of Cape Town 1998 to 2003.



Prof Imraan Valodia
Professor Imraan Valodia has a doctorate in Economics from UKZN. His research 
interests include employment, the informal economy, gender, and industrialisation. 
He is currently coordinating an international study, in 10 cities, of the informal 
economy. His most recent book reports on the methodology and research findings 
of a three-year research project, conducted in eight countries, on the gender 
impacts of taxation. He has published in leading international journals and is one of 
only a handful of South African economists with an NRF B-rating. He serves on a 
number of economic policy forums and has worked with leading international 
development organisations, including the United Nations Research Institute for 
Social Development, the United Nations Development Programme, UN Women, the 
World Bank, and Women in Informal Employment: Globalising and Organising, 
among others.

Prof Lenore Manderson
Lenore Manderson is a distinguished Professor of Public Health and Medical 
Anthropology in the School of Public Health, The University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. In addition, she is an honorary professor at Khon Kaen 
University, Thailand, and adjunct professor at Monash University.

Conference Speakers

Prof Marius Pieterse
Marius Pieterse is a professor in the School of Law at the University of the 
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, where he teaches constitutional law and human 
rights law. Before joining Wits in 1999, he worked as an academic coworker in the 
Department of Legal History, Comparative Law and Jurisprudence at the University 
of Pretoria and as a researcher to judge LWH Ackermann at the South African 
Constitutional Court.

Prof Mosa Moshabela
Professor Mosa Moshabela currently holds the position of Associate Professor and 
Deputy Vice Chancellor of Research and Innovation (Acting) at the at the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. He was until December 2020, the Dean and Head of School of 
Nursing and Public Health in the College of Health Sciences. He is a chief medical 
specialist, having trained as a medical practitioner (MBChB), and specialized in 
Family Medicine and Primary Health Care (M Fam. Med). He is Adjunct Faculty and 
a Welcome Trust Research Fellow at the Africa Health Research Institute, South 
Africa.



Prof Murray Leibbrandt
Prof Murray Leibbrandt is a Professor in the School of Economics at the University 
of Cape Town and the Director of the Southern Africa Labour and Development 
Research Unit. He holds the DSD/NRF National Research Chair of Poverty and 
Inequality Research. ... He joined IZA as a Research Fellow in May 2012.

Prof Rob Davies
Prof Rob Davies is a Zimbabwean economist, living in Harare. He is currently a 
Research Fellow at Trade and Industrial Policy Strategies in Pretoria, and a director 
of the Trade Law Centre and a Research Associate in the School of Finance and 
Management at the School of Oriental and African Studies at the Univ of London. 
He was formerly Chair of Department of Economics at the Univ of Zimbabwe. His 
most recent work has been modelling the economic impact of COVID-19 in South 
Africa. He currently provides advice on capacity enhancement to the National 
Treasury in South Africa.
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Prof Ronelle Burger
Ronelle Burger is a professor at the Economics Department of Stellenbosch 
University. ... She serves as an associate editor for Health Economics and 
Development, Southern Africa, and is on the board of the Journal of Development 
Studies. She has consulted for the World Bank, UNICEF, and National Treasury.

Prof Salim Abdool Karim
As we kick start the 2021 Winter School, we highlight some of the speakers that will 
be participating this year. @ProfAbdoolKarim is a South African Public Health 
Medicine Specialist, epidemiologist and infectious diseases specialist. He led South 
Africaʼs ministerial advisory committee on Covid-19 during 2020 and has 
unprecedented insight into South Africaʼs health response to the pandemic. 
#GTACWinterSchool



Prof Sandy Liebenberg
Senior Researcher and Climate Energy and Infrastructure Programme Lead at 
Institute for Economic Justice; Senior Research Associate at South African 
Research Chair Industrial Development (University of Johannesburg). A passionate 
change maker and a social justice warrior using her talents and skills to fight for a 
fair and just society built on feminist political praxis and heterodox economics 
approaches. She has a love for people, extensive research, communications, 
alliance building, advocacy skills and creativity to empower social movements 
aimed at fighting for a fairer society to effectively change public and private sector 
policy and practice for a freer, fairer and just society

Prof Steven Friedman
Steven Eli Friedman (born 31 March 1953) is a South African academic, newspaper 
columnist, widely quoted public intellectual, activist, former trade unionist and 
journalist. ... His book Building Tomorrow Today: African Workers in Trade Unions 
1970-1984 has been described as a classic South African text.
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Prof Tania Ajam
Tania Ajam is an Associate Professor in Public Policy, Finance and Economics at the 
Univ of Stellenbosch School of Public Leadership. She is public policy analyst and an 
economist with broad experience in the design, analysis and implementation of fiscal 
policy, intergovernmental fiscal relations and government-wide monitoring and 
evaluation systems. She holds a Masterʼs in Business Science from the University of 
Cape Town and a PhD (Public Management) from the University of Pretoria.

Prof Vimal Ranchhod
Vimal Ranchhod is an economist whose work focusses on South African 
socio-economic issues, with an emphasis on labour markets, education and poverty 
and inequality. He studied first at Wits University and then completed his MA and 
PhD at the University of Michigan.



Rashid Seedat
Since 2011, Rashid has headed planning in the Gauteng Office of the Premier 
(OoP), where he was responsible for strategic, spatial and infrastructure planning, as 
well as performance monitoring and evaluation. Since 2016 he also headed the 
Delivery Support Unit in the OoP that aims to accelerate delivery across provincial 
departments. He previously headed the Central Strategy Unit in the Executive 
Mayorʼs Office at the City of Johannesburg. He is a trustee of the Ahmed Kathrada 
Foundation and a member of the Council for the University of the Witwatersrand. Mr 
Rashid Seedat has achieved a Master of Science (MSc) in Development Planning 
from the University of the Witwatersrand, and a Master of Management (MM) in 
Public and Development Management also from Wits. Rashid has a longstanding 
relationship with the GCRO as a previous Board member.

Robert Nkuna
Robert Nkuna is currently the Director-General of the Department of Planning, 
Monitoring and Evaluation. Previously he serves as a Director-General of the then 
Department of Telecommunications and Postal Services, and led its merge with 
the Department of Communications leading to the establishment of Department 
of Communications and Digital Technologies. He is also a former Councilor of the 
communications regulator (ICASA).

He recently submitted a final PhD thesis at University of Witwatersrand focusing 
on pricing regulation in network industries (awaiting examiners). He holds various 
other qualifications including Masters of Management in Public and Development 
from University of Witwatersrand; Postgraduate certificates in 1. Microeconomics 
Policy and Principles and 2. Regulation of Infrastructure and Utilities from 
University of London.

He has attended various executive training programmes in various institutions 
across the world. His research interest includes interdisciplinary studies; 
regulatory economics network and platform economics, policy analytics and 
topics in political economy.
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Ronetta Engela
Ronette Engela has extensive experience in both the Treasury budget environment 
and in the policy analysis space in the Presidency. For the past 7 years, she has led the 
development of the Spending Review Agenda for government that has resulted in 
nearly 200 Spending Reviews. In addition, she oversee the development of a Costing 
course and 180 national and provincial Treasury officials were trained in the 
methodology of Spending Reviews.

She has been in senior positions at the centre of governemnt for the past 23 years, 
and has led a number of key change initiatives to improve programme planning, 
monitoring and evaluation, including the development of the Green Paper for 
Performance Monitoring and Evaluation and chartered its route through Cabinet and 
Parliament, developing the outcomes methodology for government and established 
the 12 outcomes with baselines, targets and metrics, establishing the department of 
Performance Monitoring and Evaluation, development of the Performance Agreements 
between President and Ministers and the Delivery Agreement methodology.

She was the responsible for the creation of the National Development Indicators 
series, as well as, the government wide monitor and evaluation policy framework and 
has published in the area of government wide systems.
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Sanitha Naidoo
Sanitha has spent the past decade working in the public sector as a senior advisor 
including the GTACʼs YEGP and the Public Economics Winter School. As a master 
coach she worked with several departments in team development, managing 
transitions and change management. She is invested in developing high potential 
leaders, teams, and organisations. She holds an MBA and a Pharmaceutical 
marketing qualification and is a certified Master Coach with the International Coach 
Federation and holds a wide range of coaching qualifications.

Sherwin Gabriel
Sherwin works as part of the Global Futures and Strategic Foresight team, where he 
participates in the Micronutrient Action Policy Support (MAPS) project, the 
development and application of new features of IFPRI&#39;s IMPACT model, and 
work on climate variability, energy, and related policy research in southern Africa. 
Sherwin continues to contribute to economic policy research in South Africa as part 
of the Southern Africa - Towards Inclusive Economic Development (SA-TIED) 
programme. Sherwin holds a masterʼs degree in economics from Tuks and has 
worked on economy- wide simulation modelling since 2009.



Timothy Köhler
Tim is currently a Junior Researcher at the DPRU and a PhD candidate in UCTʼs 
School of Economics. He obtained a Masters and Honours (cum laude) degree in 
Economics from Stellenbosch University. His PhD dissertation is focusing on 
adaptive social protection and household vulnerability, and his research topics for 
past degrees involved investigating the intergenerational transmission of education 
and the relationship between environmental degradation and economic 
development in South Africa. He has spent some time working as a research 
assistant on education-related work for the Research on Socio-Economic Policy 
(ReSEP) unit in Stellenbosch Universityʼs Department of Economics.

Conference Speakers

Wandile Sihlobo
Wandile Sihlobo is chief economist of the Agricultural Business Chamber of South 
Africa (Agbiz). Sihlobo is a commissioner at the International Trade Administration 
Commission of South Africa (ITAC). He is the author of Finding Common Ground: 
Land, Equity and Agriculture.



Thank you for joining us!


