Attempt to calculate the financial cost of prosecuting Sipho Gift Khanyile – on 2 counts of rape – 17 September 1998 to 22 January 2003

The following is a list of categories of expenditure in the course of the prosecution. It is broken down in terms of costs to the state according to the court where the case was being held. In addition, costs to those supporting the children are estimated in separate categories at the end.

Following his arrest on 19 November 1998, Sipho Gift Khanyile first appeared at Weenen District Court (case no 663/98)

There were 9 (nine) hearings in the District court at Weenen.

For each hearing we need to calculate:

	Transport x 9
	Accused and IO in a police vehicle from Colenso to Weenen, about 65km return

	Salaries of Court officers x 9
	Magistrate

Prosecutor

Interpreter

Clerk of Court

Court Orderly

Stenographer

Investigating officer

	Premises, admin and equipment x9
	Courtroom x 15-30 mins for each remand

	Prison accommodation and food x 105 nights
	Accused from 19/11/98 to 3/3/99 inc


Then there were 28 hearings in the regional court, of which CF attended 27. These were between 4 March 1999 and 22 May 2002.

At each of these hearings we need to cost the following:

	Transport
	Accused and prison official in a prison van from Estcourt prison to court (just down the road but still means the vehicle and an officer are out of commission from 8.30am for the duration of the hearing x 28.

Investigating officer from Weenen to Estcourt return (90km) x 28

Police for ID parade from Weenen to Estcourt return (90km) x 5

	Salaries

(On the 12 occasions when the case was heard on a Saturday, court staff were paid overtime but no one can tell me how much or how it was calculated)
	Magistrate – hearing the case, plus 6hrs preparing judgment and 2hrs writing it up

Prosecutor

Interpreter

Clerk of Court

Court Orderly

Stenographer

Prison warder

Investigating officer

The accused was represented by 3 different attorneys. He dismissed them and defended himself but he was represented at public expense at the ID parade and at 3 of the hearings. I assume each attorney would have consulted with him in prison before the hearings.

In addition to the presence at each hearing of the IO, 5 policemen from Weenen spent 5 days at court, three of the days just waiting, in order to answer questions about the ID parade. 

Social worker – present on 4 occasions to act as intermediary.

District surgeon – the district surgeon was called to court on 2 occasions

	Premises
	Courtroom – difficult to compute as the length of hearings varied so much. In some cases it was a remand that took 15 minutes, even though everyone was on standby most of the day. On at least 7 occasions the hearings lasted at least half a day and on 7 occasions they lasted all day. 12 of the hearings were on Saturdays, court being convened specially for this case because the weekday roll was full. 

	Prison accommodation/ food x 1326 nights
	Accused in custody in Estcourt from 4 March 1999 to 21 October 2002 (until he was transferred to Pietermaritzburg when the High Court hearings commenced)

	Witness fees
	The 2 complainants went to court 21 times and were paid witness fees of 

R10 each, each time.

Five witnesses went to court 25 times and were paid R10 each

Accused’s mother was subpoenaed to appear twice and her fare from Joburg to Estcourt return was paid

	Equipment
	CCTV and monitor, microphones (used on 4 days; set up on 3 other days)

Tape recorder and stenographer’s equipment every day


There were then 4 hearings in the High Court at Pietermaritzburg, between October 2002 and January 2003. 

At each of these we need to cost the following:

	Transport
	Accused and IO in police vehicle – policeman travelled from Weenen to Pmb (270km return), collecting accused en route

	Salaries
	Judge plus 2 assessors (estimate half day on each occasion as they heard another case. Case was only adjourned for 2 hours for judgment on the final day))

Prosecutor – senior advocate

Defence – advocate

Interpreter

Clerk

Stenographer

Court orderly

Investigating officer

Social worker – for 1 day

	Premises
	Courtroom – reserved for this case on 3 occasions; used for another case on 1 occasion

	Prison accommodation and food x 92 nights
	Accused in custody – alternately in Pietermaritzburg and Estcourt, from 21 October 2002 to 22 January 2003.

	Witness fees
	The two girls went to court twice but did not receive witness fees.

The accused’s mother was subpoenaed twice and her transport from Pietermaritzburg to Joburg return was paid

	Equipment
	Tape recorder and stenographer’s equipment every day


In addition, there were financial costs incurred by the complainants and everyone supporting them.

Financial costs incurred by community (calculated on the basis of CAP Farm Trust’s breakdown for 2001-2003):

	Estcourt hearings - Mileage
	Travel in CAP bakkie from Msinga to Estcourt return - 25 x 140km @ R2 = R7000

	Pietermaritzburg hearings
	Travel in CAP bakkie from Msinga to Pmb return - 4 x 380km @ R2 = R3040

	Driver’s fees
	R100 x 29 = R2900

	Community worker’s fee
	R75 x 28 = R2100

	Breakfast, lunch, tea - Estcourt
	9 people x R40 x 25 visits = R9000

	Breakfast, lunch, tea - Pmb
	10 people x R60 x 4 visits =  R2400


Financial costs incurred by Children First:

	Mileage @ R1.70
	27 trips to Estcourt from Durban, return 

R16 200

4 trips to Pietermaritzburg from Durban return R1088

2 trips to Msinga from Durban return R1700

	Car hire
	For trip to Msinga R1043

	Phone calls
	Very conservative estimate – only calls more than 1 minute charged for –  R700


Voluntary contributions by individuals and organisations

	CAP Farm Trust
	Everyone apart from the driver and community worker took days off/unpaid leave to attend the case. Two witnesses were self-employed and lost income. The two children had to miss several days of school.

In addition, 3 staff of CAP spent several days looking for information, locating witnesses, sending messages.

	Children First
	All time spent at hearings and all time spent following up with phone calls and meetings was voluntary. 

	Childline
	After giving evidence, the children were counselled by Childline free of charge

	Individual
	The children were accommodated in Durban for ten days during school holidays in order to attend counselling.
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